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HEALTHCARE
PROVIDER
MEDICAL
CANNABIS

STUDY

Anonymous Survey of Healthcare Provider's
Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices Related to

Medical Cannabis

Data Collection: May 2021 - May 2022
Total Responses to Date: 354 Healthcare Providers 
Study Ends: August 1, 2022
Approved: UMass Dartmouth IRB 
Study Led by: Cannabis Center of Excellence, Medicinal
Genomics, and UMass Dartmouth



Principal Investigator: Dr. Marion McNabb, Cannabis Center of Excellence
Co-investigators include: Kevin McKernan, Medicinal Genomics Founder
and Chief Science Officer; Dr. Steven White, Professor, UMass Dartmouth;
Dr. Staci Gruber, Director, Cognitive and Clinical Neuroimaging Core,
Director, Marijuana Investigations for Neuroscientific Discovery (MIND) at
McLean Hospital, & Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical
School; Dr. Jessica Knox, The American Cannabinoids Clinics, Pivital EDU;
Dr. Dustin Sulak, Healer.com; Blue Quisquis, National Native American
Cannabis Association; Dr. James (J) Smith; Chris McElvany, Super Critical;
Dr. Peter Grinspoon, Primary Care & Medical Cannabis Clinician at Mass
General Hospital; Stanley Atkins, II, the “CanniMedic'' & Georgia Chapter
Director of Minorities for Medical Marijuana (M4MM); Melissa Bouchard,
Associate in Nursing; Stephen Mandile, Iraqi War Veteran and Joint
Venture & Co; Mary Lynn Mathre, Founder, Patients Out of Time & 14th
National Conference on Cannabis Therapeutics; Dru Verdet,
Massachusetts, Dr. Sarah Trocchio, Rider University; Joe Kreiger, Boston
BioLife, Jessilyn Dolan; Vermont Cannabis Nurses Association; Vanessa
Jones, CCOE, D.J. Ritter, Cannabis Center of Excellence, INC; & Alex
Rewegan, MIT Ph.D. Candidate.

STUDY
INVESTIGATORS



Convenience Sampling Approach 
Distributed Yard Signs, Flyers, QR Codes, Social
Media, & Email Blasts
Community events and educational outreach

NECANN Boston Fall 2021 
Harvest Cup Worcester Fall 2021 
Cultivators Cup South Shore Fall 2021 
NECANN Boston Spring 2022
CannX Tel Aviv Israel March 2022
CannMed Pasadena, Cali May 4, 2022 

Data Collection: May 2021 - Aug 1, 2022

DATA COLLECTION AND
OUTREACH METHODS



CANNABIS
CITIZEN

SCIENCE:
ENGAGING THE
COMMUNITY IN

RESEARCH
Employing cannabis citizen scientist

techniques to raise awareness and educate
local communities of healthcare providers.





DATA COLLECTION &
OUTREACH PARTNERSHIP

110 study packets given to Eagle Eyes (March - August
2022) to transport to cannabis retail outlets they serve in
Massachusetts, asking their help in raising awareness at

local hospitals and health centers.





PRELIMINARY
RESEARCH

RESULTS
MAY 2021-MAY 2022













STUDY RESPONDENTS
PROFILES

25% Nurses
51% Women
17% Work for the Veterans Affairs 
53% Below age of 37 years 
69% Earn <$100k/Year 
Race/Ethnicity: 

10% African American
78% White 

354 healthcare providers responded. 

42% are currently
cannabis consumers
84% have visited a

dispensary 



MEDICAL
CANNABIS

BACKGROUND
& BELIEFS





















MEDICAL CANNABIS
BELIEFS

60% Have received formal training
about medical cannabis
54% registered by a State to
recommend Medical Cannabis
37% Believe Medical Cannabis can
be a First Line Treatment 
30% Believe Medical Cannabis
plays some role in medical
treatments 

354 healthcare providers responded. 

70% agree
cannabis can be
used to address

the opioid
epidemic



TOP CONDITIONS
CANNABIS HELPFUL FOR

Top Conditions Believed Medical
Cannabis Works Best: 

Chronic Pain 
Cancer Pain 
Seizures
Muscle Spasms
PTSD
Terminal Illness 
Parkinson's 
ALS

354 healthcare providers responded. 

41% strongly
disagree cannabis
is a gateway drug



HEALTHCARE
PROVIDER

CONCERNS
ABOUT

CANNABIS
Risks of cannabis use and mis-use

reported by healthcare providers.
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KNOWLEDGE



















Healthcare providers were
less likely to report knowing
the mechanisms of action
for CBD, THC, and other
cannabinoids.  

Additionally, providers are
unsure of the cannabinoid
profiles and content of FDA-
approved vs.non FDA
approved products. 

KEY
TAKEAWAYS

Over half of the sample
report being knowledgeable
or very knowledgeable
about key cannabis
competencies. 









Data collection continues until Aug 1, 2022
Continued Outreach & Partnership with Eagle Eyes
Transport & Study Co-Investigators 
Prepare final report and publication to publish Oct, 2022 

1.
2.

3.

NEXT STEPS



Dr. Marion McNabb
President, Cannabis Center of Excellence 
marion@cannacenterofexcellence.org
www.cannacenterofexcellence.org
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